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chief parts of it, were read in many churches, and that the
collection which followed was well on to JE2000 in advance

of that of the previous year. This year we have to note a

further increase, and the largest collection taken since the
establishment of the Fund. The sum, exclusive of the

balance from last year, and of further sums yet to be re-

ceived, is &pound;31,000. This result, though still inadequate
by :E20,000 to the demands of the case, is a grand one.
As we have said, it has special satisfaction for us, and will
stimulate us to further effort, until the care and im-

pecuniosity of Hospital Committees are abated, and the
sick and the convalescent can be treated with a liberality
becoming their case and that of those who have health and
means.

The meeting of the Council at the Mansion House on

Friday last naturally found the Council much gratified. It

is to the credit of the Distribution Committee, and of the

paid officers of the Fund, that in about six weeks from the

day of collection everything was ready for distribution, and
that the working expenses of the Fund are remarkably
small. It is possible that this quickness of distribution may
account in some degree for several of those inequalities
of award which excite the surprise of those who try to use
the invaluable data which are supplied by the participating
charities year by year to the Council. Dr. GLOVER called

attention to some interesting and curious facts brought out in
these data. The principal of these was the much greater
cost of special than of general hospitals. He showed that

if the average gross expenditure of hospitals were divided
by the number of in-patients, the cost of out-patients being
slight, it would be found that, whereas in the general hospitals
the cost would range roughly from &pound;6 to &pound;10, in the lying-
in hospitals it went up to an average of &pound;15 or more, and that

the Hospital for Consumption, Brompton, spent f31 14s. 3d.,
and the Cancer Hospital &pound;344s. 5d. per in-patient. Sir SYDNEY
WATERLOW sought to explain this difference by the longer
duration of special cases, and their more extensive wants.
It is certainly doubtful whether patients suffering from
consumption or cancer will eat more than others. But

Dr. GLOVER sufficiently answered Sir SYDNEY’S argument
by referring to the fact that two other consumption
hospitals in London showed an average cost of &pound;11 Os. 10d.,
and E15 17s. 5d. per in-patient. It is not quite intelligible
under these circumstances, as Dr. GLOVER pointed out,
why a hospital like St. Mary’s, with 172 occupied beds,
2164 in-patients, 17,000 out-patients, a gross expenditure of
&pound;16,167, or .67 9s. 5d. per in-patient, should receive a less
grant (fl01212s. 9d.) than the Brompton Hospital for Con-
sumption( &pound;1068 15s.), with 173 occupied beds, 847 in-patients,
11,975 out-patients, and a gross expenditure of ;f26,882, or
jE31 14s. 3d. per in-patient. The details are very interesting,
and suggest difficulties which are not satisfactorily removed
by Sir SYDNEY, whose virtues of industry and good-temper
have brought the Fund under great obligations, and who has
but one fault, an air of infallibility in regard to all criticism
of details of distribution.
One other point of great importance at the meeting of

Friday last was mooted by the Bishop of LONDON&mdash;the defect
in the ambulance accommodation in our hospitals. We must

revert to this and some other matters before finally dis-

missing the consideration of the noble collection of this year,

IF the reports of the public press are to be trusted,
nothing could well have been less satisfactory in its re-

sults than the deputation which bad an interview with
the President of the Local Government Board on the
4th inst., respecting the tenure of appointments of medical
officers of health. Mr. DODSON admitted the hardships to
which the medical officer was subjected by the uncertainty
which attached to the duration of his appointment, and the
grave injury which might arise and in some instances had
arisen therefrom; but he exhibited no consciousness of the un-
doubted fact that the difficulties which he stated stood chiefly
in the way of his own Department making officership-
of-health appointments permanent were difficulties created
originally, and are believed to be largely maintained, by his
own Board. It is obvious that the medical profession, in its
relations to public health administration, is being made the
scapegoat of that policy of public health administration
inaugurated by Mr. S’1’ANSFELD, and persistently fol-

lowed by successive Presidents of the Local Government
Board, of which the uncertain tenure of their appoint-

’ ments by medical officers of health is one of the results.

From 1872 to the present time the Local Government

Board has arbitrarily determined that before its own

existence there was no knowledge of medical officers of

health, their requirements and duties ; and that since the
institution of the Board no useful experience has been
gained respecting those duties and requirements. It has

dealt with the question as if it were an abstract one-a

subject, as Tristram Shandy would say, not concerned with
fact but with dialectic. In this dialectic every man’s opinion
was held to be better than that of any other man, with the

consequence, as we now learn from Mr. DODSON, of such
indescribable confusion that the Local Government Board

itself sees no escape from the dilemma but by the help of
county boards-that is to say, by the help of legislation of
which we have, in respect to public health matters, neither
knowledge nor experience. Meanwhile medical officers of

health must go to the wall, or, if they will consider the feel-
ings of the Local Government Board, fly off into outer space.

Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

HOSPITAL MISTAKES.

WE had last week to notice a painful case of wrong dia-
gnosis at the Middlesex Hospital, followed by the removal of
the patient to a workhouse, and his death there. We have
this week to notice a complaint of another inadequate
estimate of disease, followed by the death of the patient, a
skindresser, John Cooper, who got burnt at his work, in
Bermoudsey, and was taken to Guy’s Hospital. The case
was the subject of an inquest, before Dr. Danford Thomas,
on Thursday, August 4th, which was adjourned to Thursday,
the llth. The burns were not very deep, and affected the
arms. The accident occurred on Thursday, 7th of July.
His burns were dressed, and he was to!d to return the next
day, Friday. On this occasion he was again dressed,
and told to return again on the Monday-an interval
of three days. With this exception he seems to have

gone daily to the hospital. The weather was very warm,
and the man lived in the Essex-road, Islington, about

, three miles from the hospital. On the evening



294

of the 20th of July, the deceased was ill, complained
of his left ankle, and, feeling quite unable to take the

journey again, Mr. Waller was sent for. On the 23rd oi

July Dr. Glover, at the instance of the employer, saw the
patient in consultation with Mr. Waller. By this time
pyaemia was established, pyrexia, severe pain, and swelling
in the left ankle, dry tongue, slight wandering, &c.
The burns, which at Mr. Walter’s first visit were found

very foul, had now, under carbolised dressing, become

more healthy and less offensive. But the symptoms of blood-
poisoning grew worse. The right leg became affected, and the
patient died on the 29th. The widow of the deceased at
the inquest said her husband was seen only twice by the
house-surgeon ; on other occasions he was dressed by
students or a nurse. The case seems to make an addition
to several other instances of error of judgment at this

hospital. But we withhold further comment till we
learn the nature of the explanations to be given by the
hospital authorities. It is, however, pretty clear to us

already that accident wards and out-patient wards at
our hospitals are places where there is often insufficient

guarantee of care and skill, and that if some reforms are not
effected in these departments, men who have sustained
accidents will be chary of going to them, and public con-
fidence will be seriously shaken.

ARE "MEDICAL OPINIONS" GENERALLY WRONG,
AND DO THEY DEPRESS?

A LAY contemporary (the Daily Telegraph) in what may
have been intended as a complimentary, and was un-

doubtedly designed to be a humorous, article, 4.propos the
International Medical Congress, recently brought two railing
accusations against the profession, which can scarcely be
allowed to pass without protest. First it was alleged that the
opinions pronounced by physicians and surgeons-the former
particularly-are commonly proved to be wrong. Our lay
critic affirmed that there are few families which do not afford
instances of this class of error, and that the effect is to
weaken the respect which should naturally accrue to a

medical opinion. Second, it was stated-and this is, perhaps,
the most serious defamation of the two-that the general
result of seeking medical advice is to depress the patient
and thereby diminish his chances of recovery, because the
doctors consulted almost invariably pronounce a judgment
calculated to fill the remainder of the real, or supposed,
sufferer’s life with gloom. This grave charge is made the
more specific by the assertion that the professional men who
give these lugubrious forecasts do not themselves attach that
importance to their prognostications which they receive from
the patient and his friends. We should like to dispose of
aspersions so mischievous as these are with the simple denial
they deserve ; but it is necessary, in the interests of health
and happiness, to explain the facts and considerations which
have been, perhaps unwittingly, misconstrued. When a

patient who is apprehensive, or whose friends have a strong
suspicion, of the existence of organic disease is brought to a
medical practitioner for an "opinion," there is generally
solid ground for the misgiving which has been aroused. If
this were not the fact, the average human mind would be a
more morbidly sensitive thing than it is-which is scarcely
conceivable ! Men and women are naturally prone to take ’,
exaggerated views of their complaints, but if they commonly
imagined diseases which had no existence the prevailing
demoralisation would be great indeed. Granted, then, that
there generally is some foundation for the fear which drives
patient or his friends to a physician, how grave would be
the responsibility of the professional adviser if he denied the i
existence of the solid ground on which the superstructure of 

z’

dread is raised. The truth is, physicians are asked for an I

d "opinion" rather than for treatment, and they are bound in
e common honesty to state the facts of the case. There
)f usually is some cause for apprehension, and the physician
e admits the fact. He also places before the patient or his
e friends the probabilities and possible issue. He does not

g affirm that the disease will run its natural course ; he

only indicates the issue if it does progress. He is asked

Ii for a prognosis of the disease rather than of the case. In

e any event that is what he gives; and if the patient or

. his friend err in supposing that the individual in question
e is doomed, that is a misapplication of the statements

t made. If a physician were directly required to give a
e prognosis of the case as distinguished from the disease,
f he would, in the majority of instances, decline to give
1 it. Happily, disease in the concrete is not nearly as

s mortal as disease in the abstract. Of the total number of

; persons suffering from what are called " mortal diseases,"
probably not one-third or one-quarter die of those maladies.

; It is obvious, therefore, that if prognoses of diseases are

applied to cases, and regarded as forecasts of the issue in indi.
J vidual instances, they must be often inaccurate. The assertion

; that physicians do not themselves attach great importance to
the "opinions"they express, is either a gross misapprehension

. or a calumny. It is because those who consult professional
men misapply and misconstrue their statements, that these are
exaggerated and made to carry a meaning they were not
intended to convey. This is a grievous source of annoyance
to medical practitioners. The things they are alleged to
have said are often so obviously and ridiculously absurd
that it is marvellous how sensible persons can repeat them.
We often hear of statements alleged to be made by members
of the profession which could not possibly have been made
by the merest tyro among students. It is a scandal that

these "opinions" should be attributed to the profession.
"Medical opinions" are not generally wrong, neither do

they tend to depress, except an erroneous construction be
put upon them, or they are misrepresented and misapplied.

LICENSED LODGINGS AT OXFORD.

IT is with a feeling of satisfaction that we learn the
University authorities at Oxford have employed Mr. Griffith,
C. E., to inspect the lodging-houses tenanted by the under-
graduates, with a view to their sanitary improvement, and
also have required those who are supplied with well water to
:have it examined by the University analyst. This is a step
we have long urged upon the authorities at both Universities,
and if the recommendations now drawn up are thoroughly
carried into effect, and a system of frequent and efficient
inspection instituted to see that the sanitary arrangements
are maintained in good working order, it will do mueh to
ensure the health and even lives of the undergraduates. The

step taken by the University, however, has raised a strong
feeling of indignation among the townspeople, and the Local
Sanitary Board have issued a notice informing the delegates
of the University that any alterations affecting the sanitary
arrangements of the dwelling-houses in the district should be
submitted to the Board for their approval, since the Local
Board is the only legal sanitary authority in Oxford. We
can quite understand that the city authorities, having
neglected for so many years to enforce the necessary sanitary
improvements in the condition of the houses in question, feel
the rebuke which the present action of the University brings
on them. But we fancy their objection will go for very
little. The University authorities require that certain
definite sanitary requirements be carried out in all lodg-
ings let to undergraduates ; if the owners do not choose
to conform to the University regulations in this respect,
then no licence will be granted for them to receive students.
The matter is quite optional, and the city authorities have
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no power to prevent any person from effecting sanitary im-
provement on his own premises. Indeed, by this time the
city authorities at Oxford must feel that it is hard to kick
against the pricks of public opinion. It was public opinion
that forced them to adopt their present system of sewerage.
It was public opinion, after a long struggle, which made
them abandon their old reservoir at Hincksey, which received
the soakage from the cesspools of that delightful suburb, and
seek a purer and safer water-supply; and now the lodgings of
the undergraduates are to be made healthy in spite of them.
If, as’they admit in their present notice, the sanitary condition
of the lodging-houses lies within their province, they ought to
feel ashamed of their past neglect; but if, as is most probably
the case, they had no real power to enforce the requisite
attention to sanitary detail in these places, their present
attitude of obstruction is simply ridiculous.

HEALTH PROGRESS IN ENGLAND.

THE Registrar-General, in his Quarterly Return just
issued, is able to report that the recent marked decline in the
English death-rate was fully maintained during the second
or June quarter of this year. It was shown in the Pre-

liminary Census Report that the decline in the death-rate
during the decade 1871-80 implied the survival of 299,385
persons who would have died if the mean death-rate in the

preceding ten years had been maintained. It was not there

shown, but it was none the less true, that nearly the whole
of this life-saving occurred during the latter half of the
recent decade. The new decade has, moreover, opened still
more auspiciously, as the death-rate in the first half of this
year did not exceed 20’1 per 1000, which was 2’2 below the
mean rate for the corresponding period of the ten previous
years. This decline in the death-rate implies a further saving
of 28,623 lives during the six months, that would have been
lost if the reduced death-rate of the last decade had been
maintained. The rate of morality in the first half of this
year was considerably lower than that recorded in the

corresponding period of any year since civil registration came
into operation in 1837. A very large proportion of this life-
saving is due to the marked decline of zymotic fatality.
Infant mortality has decreased, but its excess still offers a
fruitful field for further social and sanitary enterprise ; this
is especially noticeable at the present time, when the infants
among our urban populations are suffering from severe
summer diarrhoea fatality. -

ANOTHER " NEW DANGER."

THE public have long been familiar with the fact that
effervescent beverages corked tightly under strong pressure
are liable to burst if the bottles employed are not of the best
quality. The old-fashioned ginger-beer bottles of the

roughest and toughest ware was the first homage paid to this
idea. Glass bottles were not, as a matter of fact, used for
the supply of these drinks until rememberable times. In the
old days of Guinness’s stout a considerable proportion of
the glass bottles burst. This being recognised, abetter class
of bottle was introduced, and of late years the " accidental 

"

destruction of three or four out of a dozen is not a common
occurrence. The so-called "explosions" which once happened
periodically in quiet houses, when " stout " was placed in a
cupboard or warm apartment, are, happily, forgotten. The
aerated waters were not then so numerous, or nearly so com-
monly consumed as they now are.. Soda-water, lemonade, or
ginger-beer were almost the only very familiar forms of the
bottled effervescent. Perhaps there has been some carelessness
of late in the selection of bottles, or it may be simply that the
total quantity supplied to the public is so great as to necessi-
tate a seemingly frequent occurrence of " accident " without
any actual increase of the percentage of risk. Be that as it

may, we have certainly heard of cases of bottle-bursting some-
what frequently during the last year, and in some of the
casualties serious injuries have been inflicted. It is fair to say
that the majority have been the direct effects of carelessness ;
either the bottle has been exposed to a comparatively high
temperature, or it has been clumsily handled. If one of
these bottles is first placed in ice and then suddenly brought
into a warm room, it is, of course, likely to burst, the ex-
pansion of the contained air being rapid and gaining
momentum by the start from an immediately previous
very low temperature. It is also evident that if the cork of
a bottle is not drawn quickly after it is taken into a warm
hand there is danger. The proper course, for those who can

accomplish the feat, is to hold the cork firmly and allow a little
of the fixed air to escape slowly before the stopper is wholly
withdrawn. We have heard of serious injuries being inflicted
to the hand and the eyes because this precaution was not
taken. It is, however, possible that the bottlers of these
aerated waters are not sufficiently careful in selecting the
bottles they use. Perhaps there has been an effort to secure
cheaper glass. This is alleged, and it is said that a bottle
will now break up into many pieces. The matter is cer-

tainly one that should be looked into. It would be in-
tolerable if our table-drinks should become engines of
destruction. Another suggestion we would throw out is
that possibly it is unwise to use the same bottles many times,
as is the practice with some manufacturers.

THE SENSE OF HEARING IN RAILWAY
OFFICIALS.

ATTENTION has been lately called in Pfliiger’s Arelbiv to
the fact that under certain conditions the hearing power of
a healthy ear may be so fatigued after a time by a particular
note that for a brief space the auditory nerve of one ear is
incapable of appreciating the sound, whilst the opposite ear,
which has not been subjected to the same excitation, will
respond in the accustomed manner to the stimulus. Recent

experiments by Herr Urbanttschitsch have demonstrated
this phenomenon. The well-known example of boiler-
maker’s deafness is another instance of how the constant
tension of the tensor tympani muscle, and the influence of
loud and continuous sonorous vibrations on the auditory nerve,
will damage the hearing power as effectually, though much
more slowly, as a violent and unexpected explosion which
takes place close to the ear. It is beginning to be understood
that the hearing power of individuals who are supposed to hear
normally may by carefully conducted experiments be found
to vary very considerably. Thus, in our columns in 1877,
Mr. Dalby drew attention to the fact that " careful experi-
ment will show that a large number of persons in advanced
life are incapable of hearing very high notes-notes which
correspond, for example, in the frequency of their vibrations
to the call of a partridge, or the sound from a cricket.

This,"he adds, "may be readily demonstrated by experi-
ments with one of the whistles constructed on the plan
devised by Mr. Francis Galton." 

" In the presidential address
of the Section on Diseases of the Ear at the International
Medical Congress, " the loss of certain ranges of notes, whilst
other sounds are normally heard," was spoken of, not as a
condition necessarily of disease, but one deserving the atten-
tion of aural surgeons. All this has a very distinct practical
bearing on the ordinary affairs of life, and, as Dr. Turnbull
of Pennsylvania has recently pointed out, it may readily be
understood what serious consequences this abnormal hearing
might induce if such abnormality should happen to exist in
the person of a railway official whose duty it was to act
immediately on hearing the whistle from an engine, but

; whose ear was either incapable of at once appreciating the
i sound, or did so indifferently well. It would seem almost
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necessary that railway officials should be subjected to a test
of hearing as well a of sight before they are taken into an
employment where it is required that the one sense at times
should be in as perfect a condition as the other.

AN HYSTERICAL SPINE(?)

AT the centenary festival dinner of the Massachusett
Medical Society, held at Boston on June 8th, the followinl
admirably penned letter from Dr. Oliver Wendell Holme.
was read by the Rev. Geo. E. Ellis, who at the close of hi.

speech made these remarks :-
" On the church records of the revered old Indian apostl4

and pastor at Roxbury, John Eliot, I find this entry, unde:
date of 1632 : ’Mary Chase, the wife of William Chase, had: a
paralitik humor, wh. fell into her backbone, so that sh(
could not stir her body but as she was lifted, and filled he]
with great torture, & caused her back to get out of joyni
and bunch out from ye beginning to the end ; of wh. in.
firmity she lay four years & a half, and a great part of thE
time a sad spectakle of misery. But it pleased God to raisE
her again, & she bore children after it.’
"I have submitted this case professionally to Dr. Iiolmes,

As your proclivities will lead you to prefer the doctor’.
account of it to the apostle’s, I will read it to you as the close
of my speech.

" 296, Beacon-street, June 3rd, 1881.
"MY DEAR DR. ELLIS,-A consultation without seeing

the patient is like a murder trial without the cor-pUg delicte
being in evidence. You remember the story of Mr. Jeremiah
Mason, and the witness who had had a vision, in which (the
angel Gabriel informed him of some important facts-
’Subpoena the angel Gabriel.’ So I should say, Carry us to
the bedside of Mary Chase; but she has been under green
bedclothes so long that I am afraid she would be hard to
wake up.

" We must guess as well as we can under the circumstances.
The question is, whether she had angular curvature, lateral
curvature, or no curvature at all. If the first, angular cur-
vature, you must consult such authorities as Bryant, Druitt,
and the rest. If you are not satisfied with these modern
writers, all I have to say is, as I said before, when asked
whom to consult in such cases, Go to Pott, to Percival Pott,
the famous surgeon of the last century, from whom this
affection has received the name by which it is still well
known of ’Pott’s disease,’ for if a doctor has the luck to find
out a new malady it is tied to his name like a tin-kettle to
a dog’s tail, and he goes clattering down the highway of
fame to posterity with his eeolian attachment following at
his heels.
" As for lateral curvature, if that had existed, it seems as

if the apostle Eliot would have said, she bulged sideways,
or something like that, instead of saying the backbone
bunched out from beginning to end. Besides, I doubt if
lateral curvature is apt to cause paralysis. Crooked backs
are everywhere, as tailors and dressmakers know, and
nobody expects to be palsied because one shoulder is higher
than the other-as Alexander the Great’s was, and Alexander
Pope’s also.
"I doubt whether Mary Chase had any real curva-

ture at all. Her case looks to me like one of those
mimoses, as Marshall Hall called certain forms of hysteria
which imitate different diseases, among the rest paralysis.
The body of an hysteric patient will take on the look of all
sorts of more serious affections. As for mental and moral
manifestations, an hysteric girl will lie so that Sapphira
would blush for her, and she could give lessons to a pro-
fessional pickpocket in the art of stealing. Hysteria might
well be described as possession-possession by seven devils,
except that this number is quite insufficient to account for
all the pranks played by the subjects of this extraordinary
malady.
" do not want to say anything against Mary Chase, but

I suspect that, getting nervous and tired and hysteric, she
got into bed, which she found rather agreeable after too
much housework, and perhaps too much going to meeting,
liked it better and better, curled herself up into a bunch,
which made her look as if her back was really distorted,
found she was cosseted and posseted, and prayed over, and
made much of, and so lay quiet until a false paralysis
caught hold of her legs, and held her there. If some one

had hollered’ Fire ! it is not unlikely that she would have
jumped out of bed, as many other such paralytics have done
under such circumstances. She could have moved, probably
enough, if anyone could have made her believe that she had
the power of doing it. Puss2crraacs quia posse videmur. She
had played, POSSU)lb so long that at last it became MOKOMKH!..

" Yours very truly,
’" 0. W. HOLMES, M.D."

The above is taken from the Boston lJ1IecZical (mcl Surgical
Journal for June 23rd, which contains the full text of

the speeches, all of high order, that were delivered on this
occasion, including also a poem by Dr. 0. Wendell Holmes,
contrasting the life-work of the medical man with that of
the priest and lawyer-a poem so full of truth and pathos,
mingled with humour, that we regret space does not allow
of its reproduction in these columns.

PRESIDENT GARFIELD.

PRESIDENT GARFlELD’s condition during the past week has
again been such as to cause anxiety to his surgical advisers.
His temperature and pulse rose, and there were signs of
bagging of pus about the wound. On Monday another
counter-opening was made, and we learn that it has as yet
been successful in giving free exit to the pu?. The fever has

subsided, but the pulse is still frequent, and shows signs of
debility. Although for the present the more serious

symptoms have again abated, yet it is to be feared that the

distinguished patient has by no means weathered the storm.
At his age the continued discharge of pus is not a trivial
matter in itself, and until it has ceased entirely the danger
of more serious complications cannot be considered to have
passed away. 

-

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL AND SANITARY
EXHIBITION.

THIS Exhibition, which was opened on July 16th by Earl
Spencer, will finally close on Saturday, August 13tb. The
amount of public interest which it has evoked has been very
considerable indeed, particularly among the professional
classes connected with medicine, architecture, and sanitary
engineering. A demonstration, illustrating first aid to the

injured, will be given at the Exhibition Buildings by pupils
of the St. John Ambulance Association, including soldiers,
volunteers, police, civilians, and nurses, on Saturday,
August 13th, commencing at 3.30 P.M.

CHOLERA IN INDIA.

WE are glad to find that cholera in Meean Meer has nearly
subsided with the commencement of the rainy season. The

mortality has been high, although the total number of cases
has not been very great. The troops at Meean Meer were
still in camp when the last report reached us. A few sporadic
cases are reported from Dinapore, Meerut, and Umballa.
At Bombay ten cases having occurred in the l7th Native
Infantry, the regiment has been moved into camp.

AN inquest held at Derby a few days ago on the body of
the child of a bargeman affords another proof of the need of
some legislation of the kind which Mr. George Smith has
been so persistently advocating. The mother stated that
her husband, herself, the deceased and three other children
slept in the cabin, which a juryman said was only five feet
square. Mr. G. Rice, surgeon, gave it as his opinion that
suffocation was the cause of death.

MR. W. A. FORBES, B.A. Cantab., has been appointed
Lecturer on Comparative Anatomy at Charing-cross Hospital,
in the vacancy created by the resignation of Mr. J. F. Blake.
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THE following resolutions have been adapted by the
American delegates to the International Medical Congress :
"Resolved, That we highly appreciate the privilege we
have enjoyed of attending this Congress, which has been in
every sense a great success. That we offer our thanks to
the officers of the Congress for the manner in which they
have organised and conducted its meetings, and a180 to the

corporationa, societies, and individuals of whose unbounded
hospitalities we have had such ample experience ; and that
we shall always preserve the most pleasant and grateful
memories of the uniform courtesy and kindness which we
have received, and which will strengthen the ties of friend-
ship which exist between the United States and the mother
country.-Montrose A. Pallen, chairman; Henry 0. Marcy,
secretary ; Austin Flint, president of committee ; Joseph C.
Hutchison, D. W. Yandell, Robert Battey, Moses Gunn,
Beverley Cole, Henry J. Bigelow, committee."

THE Scheme of the Royal University of Ireland as pro.
posed by the Senate, if carried out, would have required an
outlay of some 40,OOOl. per annum, and the pecuniary
rewards were so lavish, and the fellowships so numerous,
that considerable doubt was entertained as to the willingness
of the Government to endow it in the way proposed. It
has now been stated that the Government will not allow the
annual expenses to exceed 20,OOOl. In consequence of this
diminished income, it is understood that certain changes
have been acquiesced in by the Senate, and that the new
Scheme will consist of three head-. First, the staff of the
University with travelliog expenses of the Senate and

Standing Committee and salary of officers at an annual out-
lay of 4000l. ; second, a sum of 8000l. for examiners ; and
third, the remainder, or 8000., for scholarships and other
prizes. -

THE forty-seventh session of the Calcutta Medical College
was opened on June 15th. The number of students in the
medical classes at the commencement of the last session was

220, and at &Igrave;t3 close 123. The new entries and readmissions
amounted to 67. Ten students had obtained a university
degree and 27 apprent;ces had passed their final examination
and joined their regiments. These figures, however, com-
pare unfavourably with those exhibited in former years,
owing (in the opinion of a writer in the Indian ill-edical

Gazette) chiefly to the higher preliminary qualification now
demanded by the University and the narrowing of the

portals to Government employment. Altogether 703 degrees
and licences have been issued by the College since its
establishment in 1839. 

___

THE medical graduation ceremonial in connexion with

Glasgow University took place lately. After the degrees
had been conferred, and the prizes and medals distributed,
Professor J. B. l3alfonr addres-ed the graduates, referring at
some length to the nature of their work both in the past and
in the future. He afterwards entered into a vigorous defence
of the position which uch subjects as chemistry, zoology,
and botany - especially the last-hold at present in the
medical curriculum, and discussed also the relation which
subsists between vegetable and animal pathology.

SURGEON-MAJOR JOHN MACKENZIE, M.D., Army Medi-
cal Department, has been appointed Surgeon on the staff of
the Right Hon. M. E. Grant-Duff, the Governor of Madras.
Dr. Mackenzie held a similar appointment on the staff of the
Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, and returned to England
with his Grace last year. -

A BILL to regulate the practice of medicine in Arkansas
has passed the Assembly.

As some criterion of the amount of labour of the late Con-

gress, Sir James Paget stated at the closing meeting that
the time spent in the sections exceeded that occupied by all
the meetings through a whole year of the thirteen medical
Societies of the metropon-. The secretaries and committee
are busily at work preparing for the publication of the volume
of Transactiuns, which it is most desirable to issue as

speedily as possible. 
-

WE learn that the British Government has already made
inquiries as to the practical outcome of M. Pasteur’s latest
discoveries, and the best means of turning- them to
account.

THE

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
CONGRESS.

SECTION I.&mdash;ANATOMY.

THE first business meeting in the Section of Anatomy was
on Thursday morning, the 4th inst., when an introductory
address on " The Museum of the Royal College of Sur-

geons 
" 

was delivered by the President of the Sec-

tion, Professor Flower, F.R S. Amongst the audience
we noticed many foreign anatomists of eminence, such as
Kolliker, His, Braune, Hannover, Toldt, Caruccio, Rabl-
Ruckhard, as well as nearly all the well-known re-

presentatives of British anatomical science - Turner,
Struthers, Macalister, Humphry, Parker, Allen Thomson,
Holden, &c.
The subsequent sectional meetings have been regularly

attended by all these gentlemen, and the papers and dis-
cussions have been of considerable value and interest. After
the introductory address, a vote of thanks to Professor
Flower was moved by Dr. Allen Thomson, and

seconded, in a few well-chosen sentences in English, by
Professor K&ouml;lliker. Professor His (Leipsic) brought for-
ward the very important proposition that " the number ot
embryos which have been described are sufficient for anato-
mists to determine what are the normal characters of the
human embryo, and that probably in no normal embryo is
there ever a free vesicular allantois. " Professor His
described his embryonic preparations at some length,
and showed some beautiful wax models and stereoscopic
slides in illustration of his remarks ; but Dr. Allen
Thomson considered that the proposition was rather prema-
ture, inasmuch as some of the efmbryos mentioned were
undoubtedly pathological, as mo-t abortions must

nece-sarily b". Dr. Thomson, as well as most of the
other anatomists present, thought that there was more

variability in the amount of attachment of the allantois
to the chorion than Professor His had stated. In tact,

’ the general conclusion of the meeting seemed to be
l that further specimens must be carefniiy examined before

such a general proposition as that of PlOfessor His could be
adopted. The remainder of the sitting was devoted
to a discussion on the characteristics of human crania
in relation to race, and was introduced by Professor

1 Turner in a paper "On the Cranial Characters of
the Natives of ttie Admiralty Islands." The skulls de-
scrihed were eleven complete and one calvaria, all
adults; seven males and five females. They were smeared
with a red pigment, and one had an artificial nose and eyes

f modelled in a black material. ’1’hfy had been obtained in
:. March, ]875, by the scientific staff of the Challenger, and
e entrusted to Professor Turner for description. The crania

1 were markedly dolichocephalic ; somewhat higher than
C 

broad; and while the females were microcephalic in capa-
city the niiie-4 were mesocephalic, there being a difl’erence
of about 250 cubic centimetrea between the two sexes. They

,s s approximated very nearly to the skulls obtained from the
people inhabiting the coast-line of New Guinea. In the


